A Proposal for a World Buddhist Conference on Religious Conversion

After the article "Overseas Vietnamese and the Future of Buddhism", | have received some
honest feedback, from both inside Vietnam and overseas, that have caused myself thinking
about a “World Buddhist Conference on Religious Conversion". In the following lines, | humbly
suggest a Buddhist General Association or a few general associations of the Asian countries can
organize an international conference with such content.

Under a tendency of decadence in Europe (1), even in Australia, the United States and to find a
new route, the old religions are implementing a strategy to convert Asia, a region where people
are still relatively poor and less intellectually developed than Europeans.

While we are seating here, numerous groups called "medical volunteers" are penetrating deep
into remote areas of Mongolia, Myanmar, Sri Lanka, Tibet, Vietnamese Highlands etc... They
claim to help but actually to entice converts right on the spot.

As strong as Russia with 70% of the population as Orthodox Christians, it still fears the powers of
conversion of the Roman Catholic Church and Protestants.

The Dalai Lama had also issued the warnings. The dangers of Buddhism becoming a minority
right in the home countries of Asia are now before our eyes. We cannot let the Dalai Lama
alone. The needs of protecting Buddhism on the world scale are urgently necessary.

Kindness, Compassion, Joy and Forgiveness do not mean that we are seating still waiting for
them to come and destroy historical monuments, shrines and temples for sages and heroes,
divide the country, throw out the ancestral altar and then we react.

Nowadays they do not use gunboats, guns and swords as in the past but they use the local
people to perform such work after conversion. Please read the news about the destruction of
temples and the beheading of Buddhist statues in South Korea by Protestants and the "Spiritual
Declaration" full of arrogance and dangers at the My Dinh stadium, Hanoi.

The same situation exists overseas too. During their visit to Vietnam’s historical sites, the
Protestants arrive at the Kiep Bac Temple for worshipping [our national hero] Tran Hung Dao,
but they refuse to enter the temple because "We do not worship idols!”.



Compassionate teachings of the Buddha do not allow us to use violence, such as the
establishment of religious armies, suicide bombing, murder, seduction, intimidation, arson,
human burning, that monotheistic religions had done and are doing to safeguard and expand.
The only weapon we have is alerting the conscience of humanity and warning the monks, nuns
and lay Buddhists of the world about a conspiracy of conversion in such manner.

In my opinion the best conference venue is South Korea because South Korea is currently a
victim of conversion and is subjected to discrimination by the Protestant government of
President Lee Myung-bak. Further, South Korea is richer than most other Buddhist countries and
is fully capable of organizing such a conference.

In this conference the General Association of each country will present on "religious conversion"
that is happening in their own country. Afterwards, the conference will issue a joint statement
and a petition that will be sent to the UN Secretary General, distinguished heads of state of the
world, wherein it will state clearly that such conversion is a crime to destroy other cultures,
causing instability around the world and ask the UN to express its attitude. (2)

The Buddhist countries that can participate include: Japan, Thailand, Myanmar, Laos, Cambodia,
Vietnam, Hong Kong, Singapore, Taiwan, Sri Lanka, Mongolia, Tibet, Nepal, etc. ...

If political obstacles prevent the Dalai Lama from attending the conference, then we will invite
him to speak to the conference via live video conferencing on screen.

This is a truly gigantic task that only national General Associations can undertake, but not
individuals. In organizing such an international conference, we have no intention in competing
with other religions. For over 2500 years, Buddhism has always advocated "own fragrance
radiates naturally", has never sought to seduce, conquer, enslave other countries in order to
expand and win converts. Buddhism has only been denigrated, bullied or destroyed but
Buddhism has not bullied or killed anyone.

What we are doing today is to protect the survival of unique cultures in the world, protect a
religion of peace for mankind, protect a system of thinking that is liberating, and promote
human flourishing and liberation from the absurd grips of theocratic powers. Blind faith in these
theocratic powers has led to very irrational, radical and sometimes very cruel dogmas that
torment and enslave peoples.

If for some reasons or costs, or obstacles etc... that such a conference cannot be held, then we
still have the opportunity to raise this matter during the Vesak celebrations in 2011 or 2012. The
main problem is how to bring the issue of "Conversion of Asian Buddhists" into the agenda.

In the meantime, for a temporary protection against conversion on a national scale, we need to
expeditiously print the “Handbook for the Prevention of Conversion for Buddhists”. Recently a
reader of the website http://sachhiem.net has proposed as follows, "To avoid being mesmerized
by the false and absurd words of evangelicals, here are some sample questions for people who
want to convert you, regardless of who they are, either a priest, pastor or ordinary citizens and
even an acquaintance, friend, fiancé, or husband and wife."Those to be converted just read
these questions to the missionaries, without need for arguing. And the authors promise that



"some of these questions are enough to cause the missionaries to never lure converts again."
Distinguished members of the Sangha can go to the website: http://sachhiem.net to read and
examine these questions, very simple yet very direct and powerful.

We can print millions of beautiful copies as pocket books, and then motivate lay peoples,
members of Buddhist Families, Buddhist Youth Clubs to distribute widely and freely to other
citizens who are still very docile and innocent. Although this plan does not prevent the
conversion but it is a remedy for the sickness - although not the panacea — it is better than
laying there waiting to die.

In the sutras, Buddha taught that all Buddhas and Bodhisattvas appear in the world to save
sentient beings. But sentient beings are born due to beginningless karma. Sentient beings are
not obliged to serve or fear any god or any church. According to the Buddha, sentient beings are
soon-to-be Buddhas. All sentient beings are equal. Sages, gods, Bodhisattvas and Buddhas, all
came from sentient beings.

We must elevate the life and status of sentient beings to the noble rank, and not drown them in
a slave position. That is the noble teachings of the Buddha that we have an obligation to protect,
safeguard and expound to others. It is the function of Bodhisattvas which the Buddha frequently
assisted in the Dharma assemblies. If we do not accomplish this, then we have sinned against
humanity, not against the Buddha or Buddhism.

The above thoughts and suggestions may be very subjective and faulty, but they come from a
mind — not for my own benefits but others. | respectfully submit them to members of the
Sangha for extensive considerations.

Namo Always Joyful Bodhisattva.

Written in Vietnamese by Dao Van Binh
Translated by Nguyen Tanh
Lunar New Year 2011

(1) France is seen as "the oldest daughter of the Church". According to Wikipedia, a January
2007 poll found that 51% of the French population describes themselves as Catholics (and only
half of those said they believed in God), 31% as atheists, 9% as Muslims, 3% as Protestants and
1% as Jews. [13]

(2)) Please read the interview with the Dalai Lama by the magazine Le Point, that is posted on
the Vietnamese Buddhist website:

http://www.phattuvietnam.net/5/67/12674.html




Héi nghi Phit gido thé gi6i vé cai dao: Mot dé nghi
Pao vin Binh

Link: http://giaodiemonline.com/noidung_detail.php?newsid=5553

Tir Bi Hy Xa khong cé nghia 1a ngdi d6 dé cho
ngudi ta dén pha tan tanh di tich lich sit, ling
miéu tién hién liét si, chia ré dit nwéc, quing
ban thd dng ba t6 tién ciia minh ra ngoai
dwdng rdi méi phan ting.

Kinh bach chu ton dtc!

Sau bai viét “Hdai Ngoai va Dong Sinh Ménh
Phdat Gido™ t6i nhan dugc mét vai gop y chan
tinh & trong 14n ngoai nudc va suy nghi vé mot
“Hoi Nghi Phdt Gido Thé Gidi Vé Cai Pao?”’ va
qua nhing dong duéi ddy toi mao mudi dé nghi
: mot gido hoi hay mot vai gido hoi cua nhiing
qudc gia A Chau nao d6 dimg ra van dong t6 chirc mot hoi nghi qudc té voi ndi dung nhur vay.

Do chiéu hudng suy thodi ciia cdc ton gido lau doi & Au Chéau (1), tham chi ngay ca & Uc Chau, Hoa Ky, dé
tim mét sinh 1§, ho dang tién hanh chién lugc cai dao Chau A 1a dia ban ma dan chiing tuong do6i con ngheo va
trinh d6 tri thirc con kém so vai Au Chau.

Trong khi ching ta ngdi dy thi timg doan goi 1a “y £é thién nguyén” dang tién siu vao cic vung xa x0i cua
Moéng Co6, Mién Dién, Tich Lan, Tay Tang, Tay Nguyén v.v... néi la dé giip do nhung thuc chat la d¢ du do
cai dao ngay tai cho.

Manh nhu nuwdc Nga véi 70% dan sb 1a Chinh Thong Gido (Orthodox Christians) ma con phai sg sirc manh
cai dao cua Ca-t6 Gido La M3 va Ca-td Gido Ly Khai (Protestant).

buc Dat Lai Lat Ma cling dé n6i 1€n 16i canh béo. Nguy co Phat Gido tr¢ thanh thiéu sé ngay trén qué huong
céc qubc gia A Chau dang hién ra trudc mét. Ching ta khong thé dé Puc Dat Lai Lat Ma c6 don. Nhu cau
phong vé ctia Phat Gido trén quy mo toan thé gioi that cip thiét.

Tur Bi Hy Xa khong c6 nghia la ngdi d6 dé cho nguoi ta dén pha tan tanh di tich lich str, lang miéu tién hién
liét si, chia r& dat nuéc, quang ban thd 6ng ba td tién ctia minh ra ngoai dudng rdi mai phan tng.

Ngay nay ho khong ding phdo thuyén, guom dao va sting dan nhu ndm xua, ma dé chinh ngudi trong nuéc
lam viéc d6 sau khi da cai dao. Xin xem cdc tin tirc vé phd hily chita chién va chat dau tugng Phat & Nam Han
ctia nhitng ngudi theo Ca-td Gido Ly Khai (Protestant) va “Tuyén Ngon Thudc Linh” ddy ngao man va nguy
hiém & My Dinh, Ha Néi.

O hai ngoai ciing thé. Nhiing tin dd Ca-td Gido Ly Khai (Protestant) khi vé Viét Nam tham viéng céc di tich
lich sir, toi Pén Kiép Bac thy Pirc Tran Hung Pao, ho khong chiu budc vao véi 1y do “Chiing 16i khong tho

ngau tuong!”.

Gido ly tur bi cua Bic Phat khong cho phép chiing ta dung bao luc nhu: thanh 18p cdc Pao Binh, ddnh bom tu



sat, giét hai, du db, de doa, dt nha , thiéu song nguoi ta nhu céc tén gido doc than da va dang lam dé ty vé va
banh truéng. Vii khi duy nhat ma chung ta c6 1a danh dong luong tri nhan loai, canh bdo cho ting ni, hang
Phat tir trén toan thé gigi vé mot 4m muu cai dao nhu thé.

Theo tdi dia diém t6 chirc hoi nghi tot nhét 1a Nam Han bai vi Nam Han hién nay 13 nan nhén cia ké hoach cai
dao va dang bi ky thi boi chinh quyén Ca-to Gido Ly Khai (Protestant) ciia TT. Lee Myum-bak. Hon thé nita
Nam Han giau hon cdc quic gia Phat Gido khac va c6 kha nang to chtre t6t dep mot hoi nghi nhur vay.

Trong hoi nghi nay céc gido héi cta tung quoc gia s& trinh bay vé “nan cai dao” dang dién ra trén dat nudc
minh. Sau d6 hoi nghi dwa ra mot ban céng bd chung va mét thinh nguyén thu giri Tong Thu Ky LHQ, céc vi
nguyén thii qudc gia trén thé gidi, trong d6 néi rd chién dich cai dao nhu thé 1a t6i 4c tiéu diét cic nén van héa
khéc, khién gy bt 6n trén toan thé gidi va yéu cau LHQ phai c6 thai d9. (2)

Cic qudc gia Phat Gido tham dy c6 thé bao gdm: Nhat Ban, Thai Lan, Mién Dién, Lao, Kampuchia, Viét
Nam, Hongkong, Tan Gia Ba, Dai Loan, Tich Lan, Mdng C0, Tay Tang, Nepal v.v...

Néu vi tr&é ngai chinh tri ma Ptc Dat Lai Lat Ma khong thé tham du héi nghi dugc thi chiing ta s€ moi Ngai
ndi chuyén voi hdi nghi qua hinh thirc trinh chiéu Video trén man anh.

Day Ia cong téc that to 16n chi gido hoi cua ting qudc gia mai ¢6 thé dam duong, chi ¢4 nhan khong sao 1am
n6i. TS chirc mot hoi nghi qudc té nhu vay chiing ta khéng hé ¢6 ¥ canh tranh ton gido véi ai. Hon 2500 nim
nay Phét Gido khép noi chu truong “hitu xa ty nhién huong” khong bao gid tim cich du db, xAm chiém, no 1&
nudc khéc dé banh trudng, cai dao. Phat Gido chi bj ngudi ta phi bang, dn hiép, giét hai chir Phat Gido khong
an hiép, giét hai ai.

Viéc chiing ta 1am ngay hom nay chi 1a dé bao vé su ton vong cua cic nén vin héa dic thi trén thé gisi, bao
v¢ mot ton gido hoa binh cho nhan loai, bdo vé mot h¢ thong tu twong nhung nham giai phéng tu tudng, thang
hoa con nguoi, giai thoat con nguoi khoi nhirng kim kep rat vo 1y cua than quyen ma tu sy tin twéng mu quing
vao than quyén d6 da dan dén nhiing tin diéu rat vo 1y, cuc doan va doi khi rat dc doc dé lam kho va nd 1¢ héa
con nguoi.

Néu vi mot 1y do gi d6 hoac tén kém, hodc trd ngai v.v.. ma mdt hdi nghi nhu vay khong thé t6 chure duoc,
ching ta Vﬁn con co hdi néu van dé nay ra trong Dai L& Vesak 2011 hodc 2012. Van dé chinh 1a 1am thé nao
dé dua van dé “Cdi Pao Phdt tir A Chau” vao chuong trinh nghi sy.

Trong khi cho doi, dé tam thoi chéng d& Am muu cai dao trén quy md qudc gia, ching ta can cap tdc cho in
cudn Cam Nang Ngan Ngira Cai Pao cho hang Phdt tir. Moi ¢y mot doc gia cua website Sdch Hiem da dé
nghi nhu sau, “Pé khoi bi mé hodc boi nhiing loi truyén dao gia doi, hoang duwong, sau day la mot 50 nhitng
cdu hoi cho nguoi muon du minh theo dao, bat ké ho la ai, la linh muc, muc su hay dan thuong va ngay cd
nguoi quen, ban be, hon thé, hon phu, hay vo chong.” Nhitng nguwoi bi du dé chi can doc nhitng cau hoi nay
ra dé nguwoi di dy dé tra 1oi, khong can tranh cai. Va tdc gia cam két rang “Vai trong sé nhitng cau hoi trén
ciing dii dé cho nguoi truyén dao khong bao gio dé du dé nguoi ngoai dao vao dao nita.” Chu ton dic c6 thé
vio website: http://sachhiem.net d& doc va nghién ctru nhitng ciu hoi rat don so nhung vo cling thdm thia va
hitu hi¢u nay.

Ching ta ¢6 th¢ in hdng tri¢u cudn that dep nhu loai sdch bo tdi, rdi dong vién dong bao, doan sinh Gia Pinh
Phat T, Cau Lac B6 Thanh Thiéu Nién Phat Tir di khip noi dé biéu khong cho ba con ta con rat ngay tho,
trong trang K¢é hoach tuy khong ngén ngura triét dé am muu cai dao nhung bénh ma c6 thudc udng - dit chua
phéi than duoc - con hon ndm d6 chd chét.

Trong kinh Dtrc Phét day réng chu Phat va B) Tit thi hién & doi 1a dé ciru d6 ching sinh. Con ching sinh ra
doi la do nghiép lyc tir vo thuy. Ching sinh khong c6 nghia vy phai phuc vy hodc phai s¢ hai bat cir mot than
linh, mét gido hoi nao. Cling theo Dtrc Phat ching sinh 1a Phat s& thanh. Moi ching sinh déu binh dang. Hién,



Thanh, B Tat, Phét ciing tir ching sinh ma di 1én.

Chiing ta phai dua than phan va dia vi ciia ching sinh 1én hang cao quy chtr khong thé dim chiing sinh noi dia
vi t6i moi. D6 1a gido 1y cao thuong ciia Piic Phat ma bon phén chiing ta phai bao boc, giit gin va néi cho
nguoi khéc biét. D6 1a chirc ning ctia hang Bo T4t ma Dirc Phat thudng xuyén phé chiic trong cdc phép hoi.
Néu chiing ta khéng 1am thi chiing ta dac toi voi nhan loai chir khong phai déc toi véi Phat hay déc toi voi
Phat Gido.

Nhitng suy nghi va d& nghi trén c6 thé rat chii quan va khiém khuyét, nhung phat xut tir mot tim long -
khong phai vi minh ma vi nguoi - kinh xin chu ton duc rong xét.

Nam Mé Thwiong Hoan Hi Bé Tit.

bao Vin Binh
(California ngay mung 5 Tét 2011)

(1) Nu6c Phdp duoc coi nhu “Trudng nit ciia Gido Hoi”, theo tai liéu cia Wikipedia, théng
ké Thang Giéng 2007 cho biét chi con 51% ngudi Phép nhan minh 1a Ca-té Gido La Ma
trong d6 chi con phén nira tin vao Thugng Dé, 31% 1a V6 Than, 9% 1a Hoi Gido, 3% 1a Ca-
td Gido Ly Khai (Protestan) va 1% la Do Thai Gido: A January 2007 poll found that 51% of
the French population describe themselves as Catholics (and only half of those said they
believed in God), 31% as atheists, 9% as Muslims, 3% as Protestants and 1% as Jews.[13]
(2) ) Xin doc cudc phong van Puc Pat Lai Lat Ma cta bdo Le Point ¢6 dang trén website
Phat Tt Viét Nam.

http://www.phattuvietnam.net/5/67/12674.html




